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WELCOME 
We are the rekindled ABS for
Florida and the Caribbean.  We
are a community of people
passionate about exploring all
things bamboo.  We host a hands
on workshop once a month and
several plant sales and other
events throughout the year. 
 Please support us at Bamboo.org
and become a member today. 

UPCOMING
EVENTS
We will continue our meet-ups
every third Saturday.  In
November we will be making
bamboo planters and in
December we will be making
bamboo candles and on
December 24th there will be an
open house.  All events are
outside with distancing.  

TELL YOUR
FRIENDS WE
ARE BACK 
Interest in bamboo is growing! 
 We hope to inspire growers,
manufacturers, and hobbyists to
be apart of our community.  
 Share your passion and your
knowledge we welcome all.  If
you are interested in hosting an
event please contact us.

BAMBOO BIO-CHAR

This past weekend we made bio-char from bamboo.  If you
are growing bamboo then you have material that either
gets thrown away or burned.  Bio-char is a great way to use
this left over material.  
Bio-char is charcoal made from organic material.  Carbon
is pulled from the air by way of the plant and used in the
cellular functions of the plant.  The act of making bio-char
takes that material and turns it into a carbon format that
can be added back into the soil where originally it came
from.  Up to 20% of this carbon is locked away in the
ground for then thousands of years.  
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BENEFITS OF BIO-CHAR

sequesters carbon - up to 20% of bio-char does not break down and so
locks carbon into the ground 
improves soil fertility - 20 % of bio-char is minerals in the form of ash
this is especially true for bamboo which is very high in mineral content
provides a home for microorganisms - it has an immense surface area
that creates a perfect home for soil biology to thrive
can be used to utilize large amounts of agricultural waste - manure and
plant material can be used to make bio-char
it is able to attract and retain water making plants more drought
tolerant - this is being heavily utilized in drought stricken areas like
California and Australia.  Bio-char stabilizes the soil making plants less
suseptable to environmental conditions.
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STEPS TO
MAKING
BIO-CHAR

Cut up material to use:  with
bamboo it helps for it to be
relatively the same length and
diameter this allows for a
minimal burn time and a
maximum char content
To cut bamboo we used
pruners for the smaller stuff
and a chop saw for the larger
material.  The branches are
challenging and we used them
mostly to start the fire but
didn't focus too much time on
cutting them off the poles. 
 About 80% of the time is
spent cutting up material. 
 Chipping it or otherwise
making it into smaller
relatively consistent pieces
The picture above shows the
cut pieces we used
Next we started the fire using
the smaller branches.  In the
picture below you can see the
kiln we used.  This is
essentially a Kon Tiki kiln
made from corrugated metal. 
 In the bottom are two grill
grates that sit off the ground
on some concrete block
pieces.  This style is well
documented and there is a lot
of information on this type of
kiln online.  It is a very
efficient way to do an open
burn style of bio-char
production.  If you are dry
enough you can dig a hole and
use that to burn in.
We then layered 4
wheelbarrow loads of material
into the kiln.  We added the
material slowly.  We placed
the larger parts on the bottom
and the smaller pieces on top.
The bottom burns longer so
stacking the material this way
allows for making more
carbon.
The flames quickly die back
and we waited for an ash layer
to form before quenching the
char with water.  The burn
time was about 1/2 hr.
The char is then ground up
and can then be inoculated for
the plant food.
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In the garden 

Orin Hardy is the son of John Hardy the

creator and founder of The Green School

in Bali, Indonesia.  Orin's sister is the

founder and creative director of Ibuku the

world renown bamboo design firm. 

 Bamboo definitely runs in the family. 

 Bamboo U was founded by John Hardy in

2015 to share the knowledge and passion

of working with bamboo.  

This school is a group effort between Orin,

John, and Ibuku. They offer hands on

workshops to train and inspire a new type

of building.  

Bamboo News

Partially in response to covid, Orin has

started a podcast interviewing teachers,

designers, builders, and creatives in the

bamboo realm.  The name of the podcast

is Bamboo U and you can find it wherever

you get your podcasts.  I have been

listening to it on and off all week and

highly recommend it.

As we begin to enter fall and the dry season it's time to remember to water the
bamboos and enjoy some time in the garden.  

Please send all suggestions and inquires to shanti.pierce@gmail.com


